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We are not amused.

Fair Play by Becky Brown
The fight for Women's Suffrage, so contentious and frustrating in the early teens, began to
achieve its goals in the latter part of the decade. The disaster of World War I changed
attitudes about many things, including women's roles and rights. Old arguments were
replaced by new logic based in fairness.

Ridicule remains an effective way to
restrain women. In this spot every
week "humor" from the past to
remind us why change is difficult.

Canadian nurses
Men in government came to believe that it was only fair to permit women to vote, a trade
for their service and sacrifices during the war. In 1917 Canada's Parliament passed the
Wartime Election Act, which selectively gave the vote not only to women serving in the
military as nurses but also to those with close family members serving overseas.
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Canadian Nurses voting in France 1917
In 1918 with the Allies victorious, most female adult Canadians who owned property were
awarded the right to vote.

Post your pictures and check out
everybody else's blocks by clicking
on the photographer.
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Click on the photo to see a post with
answers to the Frequently Asked
Questions.
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Canada was ahead of its English cousins who also passed a 1918 enfranchisement law,
but London's Parliament limited female voters to those over 30 who met minimum property
qualifications (men could vote at 21.)

Victory was not a prerequisite for change. In defeat Germany and Austria granted the right
to vote to women in 1918.

COLOR CHOICES

You may want a historic color
scheme, one used in the early 20th
century. In this side bar are
suggestions drawn from the imagery
of several prominent organizations.
Click on the photo to see the colors
Alice Paul used for her Suffrage
Banner.

Sampler Plan & Fabric Requirements

Each week for 49 weeks I'll post a
pattern for an 8" block. Click on the

sampler plan to read more about
yardage.

Symbolic Colors:
Purple, Green & White

American women had to wait two more years for a constitutional amendment.

England's WSPU adopted this tricolor
palette in 1908.Click on the picture
for a post about the color scheme

Symbolic Colors:
Red and White

England's NUWSS used red and
white, choosing the color of rebellion.
Click on the banner for a post about
red and white.

Symbolic Colors:
Gold

"If You Are Good Enough for War You

America's primary suffrage color was
gold, often contrasted with black or
dark violet. The shade is close to the
yellow-orange we see in 19th-century
quilts, the color the dyers called
chrome orange and we call cheddar.
Click on the picture to see a post on
gold.

Are Good Enough to Vote,"
Public Opinion tells American Womanhood

Symbolic Colors: Green, Gold and
White

Australian suffragists adopted the
colors of the Women's Freedom
League: Green, gold and white.

Any Colors You Like

Fair Play by Becky Brown
Fair Play is a four patch block given the name by the Ladies' Art Company in the early
20th century. We can use it to remember the post World War I victories in several
countries.

This Block of the Week is the perfect
place to use your William Morris
repros and Arts & Crafts prints.
Suffragists made good use of Arts &
Crafts design in their imagery. Click
on the picture to see more about my
fall Morris collection: The Morris
Apprentice

Reading List

It's BlockBase #1482.

Click on the photo to see a post with
books on the topic.

The Blocks Come From BlockBase

Cutting an 8" Block
This is all templates if you piece it conventionally.
To print the templates click on the picture below and save it as a JPG or a Word file.
Print it 8-1/2 x 11" so the seam line for piece A is 4" across.

My digital program for PC's is the
source for the names and the
designs.Each week you'll get a
BlockBase number for reference.
Click on the box for more information.

Votes For Women
Print from Spoonflower.com

Or click here for a PDF in Adobe Workspaces:
https://workspaces.acrobat.com/app.html#d=fnPPaiW1yx4ruMoHcvtULQ

I've designed a commemorative print
in yellow or purple. Click on the
picture to see my Material Culture
store at Spoonflower.com

Ideas for Shop Owners

Here's a little how-to on stitching these curves.
You need about 6 or 7 straight pins.
Place the smaller piece on top of a larger piece face to face.
Center the two and put a pin there.
Flip the pieces over as you pin.
See this post for ideas on how to link
to this blog for kits, clubs and
classes.

Suffragettes or Suffragists?

We'll use the term Suffragist, a
general term for people campaigning
for women's right to vote---women's

suffrage. In 1906 English
newspapers began using the term
Suffragette to refer to the militant
Women's Social and Political Union.
WSPU members were thus
Suffragettes, everyone else a
Suffragist. Click on the picture to
read more at the Museum of London
website:

A BUTTON

You could applique the B ring if you prefer.

Click on the picture above and print it out so it's 4".
Applique rings to squares cut 4-1/2".
See a tutorial from Colvin Kiwi Quilts on this block here:
http://colvinkiwiquilts.blogspot.com/2013_07_01_archive.html

I can't figure out the button thing. But
you can copy this image to a gadget
on your blog and link to the address
in the bar at the top:
grandmotherschoice.blogspot.com

Web Sites on the Topic

http://herstoryproject.blogspot.com
/
Suffrage Wagon News Channel
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4 comments:
suzanne July 27, 2013 at 6:32 AM
It seems odd how participating in war leads to the right to vote -- the voting age was
lowered to eighteen because that was the draft age during the Viet Nam War. It was said
it wasn't fair to send men to die for their country without allowing them to participate in
electing the government that declares war. But aren't we all citizens who must bear the
sometimes unfortunate consequences of government at all other times as well?
Reply

Brenda July 27, 2013 at 12:13 PM
My favorite story of the women getting the right to vote is my Grnadma's. She went to all
the meeting, met the people and then made her choice. She goes home to Grandpa,
tells him she is going to vote for 'this party'. He informs her they vote "this way!!" She
looks at him and said, I've been to the meeing and listened and this is how I am going to
vote. He informs her, he is going to cancel her vote because he is voting a different way!!

Well, voting day comes, and they vote.
He asks her if she voted the way she said she would? When she told him yes, he told
her, well, you were right, you went to the meeting and all that - I voted your way too!!!
Love that story!!
Reply
Replies
Becky in VA July 27, 2013 at 12:38 PM
Great story!

Barbara Brackman

July 27, 2013 at 6:35 PM

It is a great story. An informed woman voter
Reply
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